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Africa is currently the least 
urbanized continent, but its 
urbanization rate of 3.5 percent per 
year is the fastest in the world. 

In 1980, only 28 percent of Africans 
lived in urban areas. Today, the 
number of Africans living in cities 
is 40 percent, and is projected to 
grow to 50 percent by 2030.

GLOBAL INDICATORS

Africa, is home to seven 
rapidly growing 
megacities: Cairo (Egypt), 
Accra (Ghana), 
Johannesburg-Pretoria 
(South Africa), Khartum 
(Sudan), Kinshasa-
Brazzaville (Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
and Republic of the 
Congo), Lagos (Nigeria) 
and Nairobi (Kenya).

In Africa young people in 
urban centres account for 
about 20% of the 
population, they represent 
40% of the workforce and 
60% of the unemployed. 
(Africa Centre for 
Strategic Studies “From 
Urban Fragility to Urban 
Stability”) 

Out of an estimated 
population of 1.1 billion 
people UN Habitat report 
that Africa has more than 
570 million slum-dwellers, 
with over half of the urban 
population 61.7% living 
in slums.

In a city like Kampala, Uganda with 
a population of 1.5 million 22% of 
women aged 15-49 have experienced 
some form of sexual violence. Every 
year more than one million women, 
across the country, are exposed to 
sexual violence.

Waste generation in 
sub-Saharan Africa 
is approximately 62 
million tonnes per 
year, according to 
World Bank 
Sources. 

Sub-Saharan Africa is home to 13% of the 
world's working aged. With more than 60% of its 
population under the age of 25. By 2030, this 
will be more than 17%, making many African 
countries resource-rich, labour-abundant 
economies. Yet, only about 3 million jobs created 
on the continent annually. 

The Importance of the New Urban Agenda to 
African Cities and Municipalities.

Fatimatou Abel Malik Mayor of Tevragh-Zeina, Mauritania. 

From 2012–2015 she served as president of The Network 

for Locally Elected Women of Africa (REFELA).Global city leaders and managers from 127 Member States 
adopted �ve resolutions at the �nal session of the assembly 
that included:- ese newly adopted resolutions are there to help frame the 

global urbanization agenda especially around the 
development of policies to guide how cities and 
municipalities plan, manage and govern.  For UCLG 
Africa and it members the recognition of the work required 
at the local level to achieve sustainable development was 
critically important and were very happy to hear Ms. 
Martha Delgado, the newly elected President of the UN-
Habitat Assembly, call for the global agenda to be brought 
closer to citizens. 

"Experience shows that much of the creativity and 
innovation occurs at the very local level, through every 
day experiences and encounters” and it is this that is very 
encouraging for Local Africa. 

Martha Delgado, President of the UN Habitat Assembly

e rapid pace of urbanization is transforming the 
challenges African cities face in providing services, 
promoting employment, and ensuring basic security so the 
work we do with UCLG Africa members that include 48 
national government associations plays an important role 
in informing, engaging and capacity building. In many 
African cities, crime, safety and security correlate with 
unplanned and underdeveloped parts of these cities that 
are oen slums. It is also widely accepted that integrated 
urban development strategies—involving local 
government, police, justice institutions, the private sector, 
women and youth—are necessary to build trust and adapt 
policies that strengthen economic opportunities, social 
cohesion, and security in African cities.

e agenda of urban safety has been an important part of 
the advocacy and mobilization work of UCLG Africa for a 
number of years and as a follow-up to a series of Africities 
Summits, UCLG Africa's �agship event that takes place 
triennially, the issue of urban safety and security played a 
central role especially for vulnerable groups including 

youth and women.  Starting with the sixth Africities 
Summit in Dakar held in December 2012, participating 
cities at the Urban Safety Dialogue endorsed the city of 
Durban to champion the formation of an Africa Forum for 
Urban Safety (AFUS) to support cities and local 
governments in Africa to develop and implement urban 
safety and crime prevention policies and programmes. In 
subsequent Africities in both Johannesburg in Dec 2015 
and the latest edition in November 2018 in Marrakesh, 
UCLG Africa partnered with UN Habitat, UNODC, 
UNESCO and Plan International to facilitate a number of 
interactive sessions. ese sessions focussed on the work of 
safer cities for girls in Africa and used sessions to interact 
and engage with women, young girls and youth using 
innovative tools developed to illustrate how to build 
inclusive cities and municipalities; and the Creative Lab a 
competition that saw the presentation of innovative 
solutions for Agenda 2030 SDGs and Agenda 2063 for the 
Africa We Want, with 20 short-listed young entrepreneurs 
from across the �ve regions of Africa. ey participated in a 
bootcamp with experts and pitched winning technology 
driven solutions for cities and human settlements at the 
inaugural Youth Forum at last year's Summit.  

Creative Lab Winners and Runners-up

Following on from the Technical Roundtable "Youth Managing Safety and Inclusiveness in Cities and Human 
Settlements," at the recent UN Habitat Assembly, facilitated by the same safer cities partnership for Africities 2018, UN 
Habitat, UNODC, UNESCO and Plan International UCLG Africa agreed it's next steps including further developing its 
relationship with Africa Forum for Urban Safety (AFUS) to create an institutional body that provides the framework for 
managing safety and inclusiveness in cities that works closely with cities, local governments and young people across the 5 
regions of Africa. 

It is now widely appreciated by cities and local 
governments that it is impossible to deal with Africa's 
growth and poverty challenges without dealing with the 
rapid urbanisation issues that affect the sustainability of 
our cities and human settlements. Aer the completion of 
UN Habitat's �rst Assembly UCLG Africa explores how 
African Cities and Local Governments have contributed to 
the New Urban Agenda, and what innovative solutions 
have been introduced that have impacted on sustainable 
development. e UN Habitat Assembly's mandate is to 
promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns 
and cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all. 

Approval of a new strategic plan for 2020-2023
Safer cities and human settlements; 
Capacity building for the implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda and the urban dimension of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development; 
Gender equality to support inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable cities and human settlements; and 
Enhancing urban-rural linkages for sustainable 
urbanization.

D. Government Leadership
13. Within the framework of national strategies and policies, all levels and 
sectors of government should play a leadership role in developing evidence-
based inclusive urban safety and security strategies, and in creating and 
maintaining institutional frameworks for their implementation and review. 
Evidence shows that the role of local governments is key in both the 
coordination of planning and implementation and in the integration of services 
related to inclusive age- and gender-responsive urban safety and security 
policies and programmes, in collaboration with national and subnational 
governments

Click here to 

read full UN 

Resolution

https://unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/English-3.pdf

	Page 3

