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On the occasion of the Celebration by the African Union 

of the African Day of Decentralization and Local Development 

(JADDL) aimed at promoting the Values and Principles of the African 

Charter on the Values and Principles of Decentralization, Local 

Governance and Local Development 

****** 

The Kingdom of Morocco 

The United Cities and Local Governments of Africa                    

(UCLG-Africa), 

The Association of the Regions of Morocco (ARM) &                           

The Moroccan Association of the Presidents of Communal 

Councils (AMPCC) 

Organize a Conference on: 

"Fighting Corruption at the Local Level: 

a Sustainable Way to Transform Africa from Its Territories" 

at the Headquarters of the Ministry of Culture and 

Communication 

BAHNINI Room 

  

On Friday, August 10, 2018, from 9.30am to 13.00 hours 

With the support of: 
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CONCEPT NOTE 

  

The fight against corruption is a global concern that occupies a high priority in the 

Global Agendas. In addition to the United Nations Convention against Corruption 

(UNCAC), known as the Merida Convention (a Mexican City), a Convention which 

entered into force on December 14, 2005 and which serves as a basis and reference 

for the efforts of the International Community, the States have committed 

themselves through the Sustainable Development Goal 16 to substantially reduce 

corruption and bribery in all their forms (Target 16.5) and build effective, 

accountable and transparent institutions at all levels (Target 16.6). 

Fighting corruption is also an African concern. It should be recalled first of all that 

The Future We Want for this Continent, through the Vision 2063, is a prosperous 

Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable development, an Africa that is 

integrated, united politically and anchored in the ideals of Pan-Africanism and the 

vision of the African Renaissance, where good governance, democracy, respect for 

human rights, justice and the rule of law are on the agenda, where people live in 

peace and security, a Continent endowed with a strong identity, common heritage, 

shared values and ethics, whose development is people-oriented, and which builds 

on the potential of its people, especially women and youth, who cares for the well-

being of children, and finally, an Africa that acts as a strong, united and influential 

actor and partner on the world stage. To achieve these aspirations, the African Union 

(AU) has taken the issue of prevention and fight against corruption among its priority 

projects and aspires to achieve such a goal through concrete actions with a high 

impact. 

This is the case of the adoption by the Heads of State at the African Union Summit in 

Maputo on July 11, 2003, of the Convention on the prevention and fight against 

corruption, which entered into force on August 05, 2006, containing mandatory 

provisions concerning, inter alia, the laundering of the proceeds of corruption, the 

fight against corruption and related offenses in the public service, access to 

information, the financing of political parties, Civil society and the media, 

confiscation and seizure of the proceeds and means of corruption, banking secrecy, 

judicial cooperation and mutual assistance, international cooperation, as well as the 

role of national authorities. 
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Similarly, at the 30th Summit of the African Union held in Addis Ababa, on January 

28, 2018, under the theme "Overcoming corruption: a sustainable way for the 

transformation of Africa”, the Heads of State and Government decided to make of 

the fight against corruption the major theme of the AU during this year 2018, which 

will also be the year for the strengthening of the action of African states, on the basis 

of the abovementioned Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption. 

At the local level, the AU also has established an African Charter on the Principles 

and Values of Decentralization, Local Governance and Local Development, adopted 

in June 2014 also in Maputo, which is inspired by a series of fundamental principles, 

including integrity, transparency and accountability. Similarly, in Article 14 (“On 

Transparency, Accountability and Ethical Behavior”), central and local governments 

or local authorities undertake to put in place mechanisms to combat corruption in all 

its forms (paragraph 3). 

The same Charter provides in its Article 20 that “4. States Parties commemorate the 

African Day of Decentralization and Local Development on August 10 of each year, 

to promote the values and principles of this Charter". 

For 2018, the general theme dedicated to the celebration of the African Day of 

Decentralization and Local Development (hereinafter JADDL) is "Fighting 

corruption at the local level, a sustainable way to transform Africa from its 

territories". This general theme is broken down into two sub-themes dealing 

respectively with "Corruption and conflicts of interest in the management of local 

affairs: an obstacle to the provision of basic services to local populations, social 

justice and peace”, and on the other hand, “Good local governance and promotion 

of the role of the civil society and the media : proof of success for the fight against 

corruption in the Territories”. 

The relevance of this theme lies in the fact that Local and Regional Governments in 

Africa exercise multiple powers and responsibilities and are in touch with various 

actors and stakeholders, notably the Central government (central, devoluted, and 

territorial services), the citizen, the users, the business, the various components of 

civil society, the other Territorial Governments, etc. They design and implement 

public policies, plans, programs and strategies with a local or territorial dimension 

that have direct consequences on citizens' lives and on the local economic 

fabric. They manage public funds (budgets and local taxes), they assume a 

significant share of public procurements, and they have a significant assets. 
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African Local and Regional Governments are dealing with a difficult and complex 

context: rampant urbanization, climate change, migration, scarcity of resources, 

rising demands and expectations of the populations, of the citizens, and of the users. 

For these different reasons, decentralized entities are exposed, on a daily basis, to 

risks of unethical conduct and breaches of probity in local public management or in 

relation to their environment. On the other hand, despite such a difficult and complex 

context, there are local leaders and territorial civil servants in Africa who serve the 

local public affairs with commitment, self-sacrifice, competence, probity and 

exemplarity and who are able to gradually create, at the level of their territories, an 

environment based on political, economic and social trust. 

It is within the framework of the Celebration of the JADDL Day and the 

implementation of the Roadmap of the Specialized Technical Committee N° 8 of the 

African Union on the Public Service, Local Communities, Urban Development and 

Decentralization, and based on a proposal from the African Union Commission - 

Department of Political Affairs - and in partnership with the Government of the 

Kingdom of Morocco, the United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLG 

Africa), the Association of the Regions of Morocco (ARM) and the Moroccan 

Association of the Presidents of the Communal Councils (AMPCC) that a 

conference is organized on Friday, August 10, 2018, at the Headquarters of the 

Ministry of Culture and Communication, BAHNINI Room, on " Fighting Local 

Corruption: A Sustainable Way to Transform Africa from Its Territories ", from 

9:30am to 13:00pm. 
  
MAIN GOAL 

Celebrating and promoting the Values and Principles of the African Charter 

on Decentralization, Local Governance and Local Development, in accordance with 

Article 20 of this Charter which was adopted by the 23rd Ordinary Session of the 

Conference of the African Union, held on June 26-27, 2014, in Malabo, Equatorial 

Guinea. 
  
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

- Recalling the Values and Principles of the African Charter on Decentralization, 

Local Governance and Local Development; 

-   Informing local elected officials, both male and female, as well as territorial 

managers on the impact and adverse effects of corruption and of the conflicts 

of interest on the management of local affairs and sustainable development; 

-   Positioning the role of the Civil Society and of the Media as key players in the 

fight against corruption at the territorial level. 
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DATE AND VENUE 

-   Friday, August 10, 2018, from 9:30am to 13:00pm 

- Venue: The Headquarters of the Ministry of Culture and Communication, 

BAHNINI Room, No. 1, Rue Ghandi, Rabat, Morocco. 

PARTNERS 

The Conference is organized in Partnership and with the support of: 

- The African Union Commission - Department of Political Affairs and 

the Specialized Technical Committee N° 8 of the African Union on Public 

Service, Local Governments, Urban Development and Decentralization; 

-  The Kingdom of Morocco, represented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation, the Ministry of Interior, and the Ministry of 

Culture and Communication; 

-   The Association of the Regions of Morocco (ARM); 

-   The Moroccan Association of Presidents of Communal Councils (AMPCC); 

-   The United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLG-Africa); 

-   The Media; 

-   The Representatives of Civil Society; 

-   The European Commission. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  

AGENDA 
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Time Activity 

8:00 -   Welcoming & Registration of participants 

  

  

9:30 

Official Opening 

-   Address by the Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation (MAEC) (TBC) 

-   Address by the Representative of the Ministry of the Interior,  (TBC) 

- Address by the Representative of the Ministry of Culture and 

Communication 

-   Address by the ARM Representative (TBC) 

-   Address by the Representative of the AMPCC (TBC) 

-   Address by Mr. Jean Pierre Elong Mbassi, Secretary General of 

UCLG-Africa 

Presentation of the Agenda 

10:30 
-  Coffee and Tea Break 
-  Group Photo 

  
11:00 

  
  
  
  

Conference-Debate 

-  The Standards of Excellence in Local Governance, European 

Perspective, by Mr Jose Luis Herrero Ansola, Chief of the Bureau 

of the Council of Europe in Morocco. 

- The Principles of Good Governance in the Laws of Decentralization 

in Morocco, by Mr. Adil El Moudden, Representative of the 

General Directorate of Local Collectivities, Ministry of Interior, 

Morocco. 

-   Fighting Corruption at Local Level: Communal experience in 

Morocco, by Mr. Mohamed Yassine Daoudi, Vice-President of the 

AMPCC. 

-   Fighting the conflict of interests and promoting the role of Civil 

Society and of the Media in the management of local affairs, by Mr. 

Abdellatif Mouatadid, of the Central Authority for the Prevention 

of Corruption (ICPC), Morocco 

-   The role of the Regional Court of Accounts in promoting Good 

Governance at the local level, by (TBC) 

-   The role of Transparency- Morocco in promoting a National 

System of Integrity at all levels, by (TBC). 
12:15 

General discussion 

13:00 End of the Work 
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